
Fountains
Foundation at 916

Cloud MQ-9
By Nicholas Sagan

FountainsFoundation916@gmail.com
www.FountainsFoundat ion916.org

The Fountains Foundation at 916 
is supported through the following 
partnerships:

About
The Fountains Foundation at 916, located at 916 
S.Wabash in Chicago, is an alternative, project-driven, 
public exhibition  space that is curated by its founder, 
Leo Selvaggio, to support artistic projects outside of the 
traditional gallery setting. While The Foundation is an 
opportunity for artists to exhibit, it also challenges 
them to work within the constraints of the space, 
often leading to new creative    expressions of the 
work. Set in a hallway of public drinking fountains, The 
Foundation presents work to a non-traditional art 
public. We believe that through artistic engagement, 
even the banal and simple act of sipping water, can 
lead to transformative and provocative experiences. 



How to Submit Work

The Foundation accepts proposals for 
work on continual basis. We accept 2D, 
3D, text-based, audio-based, and interac-
tive work from Columbia College students 
as well as emerging and mid-career artists. 

Send a project proposal to: 
fountainsfoundation916@gmail.com 

To download a project proposal packet go to: 
www.fountainsfoundation916.org/submission
Make sure to take a look at some past 
projects for inspiration on successful projects

Essay          
Paul Catanese

Aloft in our skies and imaginations, drones are 
everywhere. Anywhere they are not, they will be. 
Autonomously choosing their own paths, directly 
piloted, or more commonly using some combi-
nation of control paradigms – the word “drone” 
is used to generically summarize a diverse array 
of vehicles. The range of applications is stagger-
ing – Industrial: agriculture, construction/survey-
ing, search and rescue; Research: archeology, 
wildlife, environment; Military: intelligence, warfare, 
logistics; Hobbyist: toys & games; Frontiers of 
Journalism, Firefighting, Commercial Photogra-
phy & Videography, and of course Policing; not 
to mention widely publicized notions of pack-
age delivery, and extensions of the social inter-
net into the world. This incomplete list remains 
relatively fathomable if one limits the notion 
of “drone” to aerial vehicles.  When scale con-
tracts and venue expands, drones are no long-
er simply invisible, they are an ambient texture.
 
In this installation, mirrors misdirect our sight 
and provide sidelong glances at the under-
side of the building structure; collaged in real 
time – our everyday is infiltrated. Artist Nicho-
las Sagan playfully creates a rupture in this tex-
ture, allowing us to consider our personal, pri-
vate, immediate space in the context of the 
skies and the glittering lights that cloud our vision.

“In this installation, mirrors 
misdirect our sight and 

provide sidelong glances at 
the underside of the 

building structure; collaged 
in real time – our everyday is 

infiltrated.” About the Artist

Through interdisciplinary, new media and 
traditional art-making processes, Nicholas 
Sagan’s work explores the connections, 
parallels and paradoxes that exist between art, 
science, technology and culture. He currently 
teaches in the Film, Video, New Media and Ani-
mation Department at the SAIC, was a HATCH 
Projects Artist-in-Residence in 2013, has shown 
at various galleries/locations around Chicago, 
Upcoming shows include MANA Contemporary 
as part of the Eye and Ear Clinic in April.
 www.nicholassagan.com
All images courtesy of the artist’s website
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